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PRESIDENT-ELECT’S MESSAGE

We must persist ‘til justice triumphs
The combined small effort of many is strong

Joe Sullivan

I
t has been my privilege to serve as your State Bar pres-
ident over this last year. In so doing, I have seen our
profession at its best. Our profession is filled with peo-

ple striving to help a client; striving to ensure all have
access to the courts; striving to assist others in our profes-
sion practice well; and, in doing so, striving to ensure our
justice system works.  

Each of us is drawn to this profession by different rea-
sons. In my case, I am drawn, in part, by faith. It was said
of Christ, “He will persist until he causes justice to tri-
umph” (Matt. 12:20).  I believe we, as the hands and feet of
Christ, are called to persist until justice is served.

In my year as president, I have seen those in our profes-
sion persist. I have seen the likes of Bob Carlson lobbying
our congressional delegation to ensure funding of legal
services. By doing so he is helping hundreds of Montanans
receive needed legal assistance. I am aware of Mike Larson
driving endless miles to answer the cries for help of attor-
neys. In so doing he is not only helping that attorney, but
he is protecting clients from being harmed. I have seen
judges like Laurie McKinnon going the extra mile to assist
with CASA-CAN. Her efforts ensure the voices of minors
are heard and their best interests are protected. The list of
those who persist is extensive.  To all of you, I say thanks. 

OUR STATE BAR offers us the opportunity to combine
our efforts in persisting to serve justice. On several speak-
ing engagements I have asked a single individual sitting at
a table of eight or more to try to lift the table. The individ-
ual cannot. I then ask the group seated at the table to
extend just their pinky fingers on each hand and place only
those fingers under the lip of the table. On the count of
three, I ask them to lift. Try it. It is amazing how the com-
bined small effort of many is much stronger than the maxi-
mum effort of one. This is what the Bar offers the profes-
sion in an effort to persist until justice is served.

The Bar membership’s combined effort is focused and
assisted by a group of dedicated individuals – the Bar staff.
We are fortunate to have them. Those of you who have
worked with our Bar staff know the selfless service orient-
ed attitude and dedication of Betsy Brandborg, Marie
Connolly, Jill Diveley, Janice Doggett, Gino Dunfee,
Kathie Lynch, Mary Ann Murray, Kathy Powers, Vanessa
Sanddal, Robin Demaray,  Brooke Redden, and Charles

Wood. Like any well-run organization, the attitude of the
troops is merely a reflection of their leader. Until you have
had the opportunity to work with the Bar staff the way I
have, you will not realize how fortunate we are to have
Chris Manos as the Bar’s executive director. Chris and his
staff define persistence. To them I am grateful. 

You are also fortunate to be represented by a group of
dedicated volunteers who make up the officers and trustees
of the Bar. Please take the time to thank your respective
trustees or representatives for the time they have sacrificed
serving you. I especially want to thank Shane Vannatta,
Cindy Smith, Randy Snyder, and Paul Stahl. I have had the
opportunity to work with these four stellar Bar officers over
the last year. The time and effort they have put into service
to you has been extraordinary. Their dedication and persist-
ence is unequalled and I am thankful I had an opportunity
to work with each of them.

THROUGHOUT THIS LAST year I have asked you to
laugh to give our practices perspective. I have challenged
you to get involved to better the Bar and improve our judi-
cial system.  I have implored you to take the time to get to
know your fellow attorneys to create greater civility. I have
suggested you work with the judiciary to make the system
better. I have requested you be educators to assist the pubic
in better understanding the judicial system. I hope you took
on these challenges. If you did, thank you. If you have not,
nothing stops you from starting right now. We need to con-
tinually persist in improving our judicial system.

Also throughout this last year we have worked to serve
the needs of our members. This has been based on my ini-
tial goal as president that we, as a Bar, strive to help each
attorney practice at their best in all aspects – scholarly, ethi-
cally, and financially. In persistently striving for this goal,
we will provide the public with the finest legal services
possible and allow access to all who seek to use our justice
system. 

I also would like to thank the Montana Supreme Court.
We, as Bar leaders, have worked to develop good commu-
nications with the Court. Chief Justice Mike McGrath and
his fellow justices have given us their time to discuss a

More PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, Page 19



Sherry Scheel Matteucci  –  a Billings attorney, former U.S.
attorney for Montana, and a past president of the State Bar of
Montana – will receive the 2011 William J. Jameson Award at
the Bar’s Annual Meeting on Sept. 15.

The award, named after the late Montana federal judge
William J. Jameson, is the State Bar’s highest award.  It goes
annually to the attorney who has exemplified the highest val-
ues of the legal profession throughout his or her career.  

The following is from the nomina-
tion letter and letters of support sent
to the State Bar’s Past Presidents
Committee, which decides which
nominee has earned this year’s
award.  The nomination letter was
submitted by Missoula attorney and
State Bar Past President Molly
Shepherd.:

S
herry Scheel Matteucci has
lived an exemplary life in the
law, with fidelity to the highest

values of our profession. She
deserves our recognition and grati-
tude for her lasting contributions to
the Bar, the system of justice, and the
people of Montana.

Sherry Matteucci and I met on our
first day at the University of Montana
School of Law. We became friends, collaborators, and moot
court partners. Sherry was intelligent, hard-working, ethically
grounded and already dedicated to serving the public good.
She also was the single mother of two small boys, giving as
much of herself to them as she gave to learning the law.

Sherry’s subsequent legal career is set forth in summary
fashion in the resume below. It’s a career marked by diverse
and exceptional accomplishment, from partner at Crowley,
Haughey, Hanson, Toole & Dietrich; to first woman elected
president of the State Bar of Montana; to eight years of service
as U.S. Attorney for the District of Montana; and most recent-
ly, to consultant on Indian law and policy, helping Montana’s
Indian tribes build their nations. She has distinguished herself
in everything that she has undertaken as a lawyer.

The accomplishments and honors listed in Sherry
Matteucci’s resume give one pause. How has she managed to
do so much? And why has she achieved such distinction in her
life’s work? To be sure, the qualities of mind and character
that she demonstrated in law school have been amplified by
her experiences as a lawyer. Her skills and knowledge of the
law similarly have been honed by practice. But to these quali-

ties and competencies must be added Sherry’s integrity, com-
passion, generosity, and above all, her wisdom.

If I had to describe Sherry in one word, I would choose
the word “wise.” She brings her intellectual powers, her intu-
itive insights and her ethical compass to bear in both her pro-
fessional and her personal lives. Her clients, colleagues, fellow
citizens, friends, and family members have been the benefici-
aries. So have the institutions and organizations that she has

shaped or strengthened by her partici-
pation.

Sherry’s wisdom has manifested
itself in many ways during her career.
For example, her wisdom was evident
in her graceful president’s columns in
The Montana Lawyer, which taught
us without being preachy or pedantic.
It is evident in her credibility when
she speaks in a public forum. It is
evident in her mentoring of younger
lawyers, imparting values as well as
knowledge and skills. It is evident in
the respectful and productive relation-
ships that she has established with
tribal leaders. Perhaps most visibly, it
was evident in her judicious handling
of the Freemen and Unabomber inci-
dents, both of which took place dur-
ing her tenure as U.S. attorney.

Wisdom also is evident in the article that Sherry wrote sev-
eral years ago about Ella Knowles, Montana’s first female
attorney. Since law school, Sherry has taken account of the
status of women in the legal profession. During her year as
president of the State Bar, she focused overdue attention on
gender fairness issues. Her scholarly but evocative article on
Ella Knowles, which appeared in The Montana Lawyer,
enabled us to participate vicariously in a remarkable woman’s
efforts to achieve equality, opportunity, and fairness. We
learned from the experience. The article won the Haswell
Award; characteristically, Sherry donated the prize money to
the Montana Justice Foundation.

Sherry Matteucci’s professional accomplishments and quali-
ties of mind and character satisfy all of the criteria that have
been established for the Jameson Award. She is not only a
superb lawyer and public citizen but also an exceptionally
good and wise woman.

Professional experience
Ms. Matteucci founded the Matteucci Law Firm in Billings

in 2001, limiting her practice to mediation and conflict resolu-
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2011 AWARD WINNERS

Matteucci earns Jameson Award
Wisdom adds to an incredible resume



By Russell C. Fagg
Billings District Judge

M
ontana is leading the
United States once
again, this time in

Limited Scope Representation
(LSR). A recent 50-state
review of “state of the art”
rules had this to say: 

The current “Gold
Standard” for unbundled
practice rules are the
Montana rules adopted by
its Supreme Court on
March 15, 2011, effective
October 1, 2011, which
address each of these
issues in a manner now
considered to represent the
“best practices” for protect-
ing clients while encouraging attorneys to engage in limit-
ed scope representation by minimizing the complexity of
the process.1

These “Gold Standard” rules were jointly requested by the
Montana Supreme Court Equal Justice Task Force, the
Montana Supreme Court Commission on Self-Represented
Litigants, and the State Bar Access to Justice Committee.2

The rules apply to both regular fee-based legal work and
pro bono work.3

From my viewpoint as a state district court judge, it is
becoming readily apparent more and more people are attempt-
ing to represent themselves in legal matters.  A step between
self representation and full representation is limited-scope rep-
resentation. The purpose of this article is to talk about the
tough issues in LSR which concern both lawyers and judges
alike. 

Ghostwriting
One of the biggest concerns regarding the rule changes has

to do with the rule not requiring lawyer disclosure of docu-
ment assistance, known as “ghostwriting.”  The rule allows the

attorney providing such drafting assistance to rely upon the
self-represented person’s representation of facts “unless the
attorney has reason to believe that such representations are
false or materially insufficient, in which instance the attorney
shall make an independent reasonable inquiry into the facts.”

Montana followed the rule adopted by California and many
other states in not requiring disclosure of document assistance.
While some are concerned about the ethical ramifications of

non-disclosure, the prevail-
ing view is that in those
states which require full
disclosure of contact infor-
mation, the rule has a chill-
ing effect on the willing-
ness of lawyers to offer
document assistance
because they fear they will
be drawn into the broader
case, and the limitation of
their scope of representa-
tion would not be honored
by the Courts. Montana
has taken the correct step –
a step that will provide
courts with better-prepared
documents and protect
lawyers at the same time.

Two-tiered justice
Some argue limited scope representation creates a two-

tiered justice system, with one tier for full-service and a sec-
ond, lower tier for limited scope service. Ethicists across the
nation have looked into this issue, and conclude the standard
of care for limited scope is exactly the same standard of care
as for full-scope representation. There should be no reduction
in the standard of care or ethical requirements. While the limi-
tation is in scope, there is not a limitation in competence.

Unauthorized practice of law
There are those who contend LSR will lead to an increase in

the problem of unauthorized practice of law. It is important to
note that LSR encompasses an attorney-client relationship
where the documents are tailored to the client’s specific needs,
and the lawyer exercises professional judgment in their prepa-
ration. A limited scope lawyer owes the client the same duty of
competence, confidentiality, and loyalty as is owed any other
client. A person who commits unauthorized practice of law
may do so, of course, in either full representation or limited
scope representation situations. The rules in no way make it
easier, or condone the unauthorized practice of law.
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COVER STORY

New ‘unbundling’ rules in effect Oct. 1
U.S. study says Montana’s new 
limited-scope representation policy
is ‘gold standard’ for the nation

Get more help with unbundling at

http://courts.mt.gov/library/default.mcpx
Click on “Limited Scope Representation”
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Risk management
Another concern expressed is that LSR may expose lawyers

to greater risks than full-service representation. Of course, no
area of practice is entirely without risk. However, the same
ethical and professional standards apply to both limited-scope
and full-scope representation. Risk management issues are
present in both situations.

There are materials available at the State Law Library web-
site:  http://courts.mt.gov/library/default.mcpx, (then click on
Limited Scope Representation), which include fee agreements,
office forms, client handouts, best practices, and other docu-
ments a practitioner might need to offer limited-scope services
competently and ethically. In addition, this website has multi-
ple resources from the ABA, other states, and ethics commit-
tees, which might be of benefit to an attorney considering lim-
ited-scope representation. 

Impact on the courts and attorneys
Fellow judges have argued increased limited scope repre-

sentation will just make our job harder. I have found just the
opposite. As a trial judge, I like it when I receive well-drafted
pleadings, whether or not there is an attorney making an
appearance. When pleadings are well-drafted, they raise legiti-
mate issues, and contain appropriate facts and citations. They
are usually void of the irrelevancies which many pro se liti-
gants place in their pleadings.

Additionally, a litigant who has been helped by a limited
scope attorney has been coached to some degree on proce-
dures, deadlines, service-of-process issues, and other matters,
which makes our job as a judge easier when the case is wind-
ing its way through court. 

Of course, judges can tell when document assistance is
being provided by an attorney. And of course, a judge would
always rather have a competent attorney appearing in every
case. However, with more than 50 percent of dissolution and
parenting plan cases in my district having one or both parties
representing themselves, any assistance an attorney can offer is
appreciated. For instance, I have had attorneys put together
parenting plans which are agreed to by the parties. This is
often a help in resolving the rest of the case. Most attorneys
also benefit when the opposing side can narrow issues, file rel-
evant pleadings, and get down to the nuts of the case. 

Will LSR hurt attorneys economically?
(The elephant in the room)

A handful of attorneys don’t want to talk about it, but they
are concerned that if LSR becomes common in their communi-
ty, they will lose their full-service clients. I don’t believe this
to be the case. If a party can afford a full-service attorney, they
will continue to engage the services of a full-service attorney.

Self-representation is extremely challenging and taxing.
Most people do not want to take that route if they have an
alternative. On the other hand, the California experience has
shown that lawyers have actually enhanced their practice sig-
nificantly by offering limited scope representation services.
LSR allows attorneys to tap into a large and growing pool of
potential clients who are currently nobody’s clients. Lawyers
cannot represent them profitably in a full-service role, but
lawyers might be able to service them profitably in a limited

scope scenario. These rules set forth best practices and safe
harbors for lawyers who want to do just that.

Conclusion
In the long run, there is no question LSR is good for liti-

gants, good for attorneys, good for judges, and good for our
civil justice system generally. The author would encourage
lawyers and judges alike to give LSR a chance. LSR will not
only help access to justice for low and moderate income liti-
gants, but also help Montana attorneys grow their practice and
will help judges process their cases.

NOTES

1.  “Resources to Assist Self-Represented Litigants – A Fifty-State Review of

the ‘State of the Art,’” Michigan State Bar Foundation, National Edition, June

2011, p.31.

2.  The drafting committee for the rules consisted of Patty Fain, Marjorie

Thomas, Andrew King-Ries, Klaus Sitte, Michele Snowberger, Cynthia Smith, and

Russ Fagg. The drafting committee gives a very special thanks to Michael Park,

former law clerk to Judge Fagg, graduate of Stanford Law School, and currently a

public defender for the 13th Judicial District, for doing most of the research and

drafting of the rules.

3.  For a full copy of the LSR rules, go to the State Bar website (www.montan-

abar.org), “Recent Montana Supreme Court Orders,” and specifically look at

AF07-157 and AF09-688.

The new rules
to encourage limited-scope representation

in Montana
(effective Oct. 1, 2011)

From MT Supreme Court Order AF 09-0688
In the Montana Rules of Professional Conduct

Rule 1.2 – Scope of Representation and Allocation of

Authority Between Client and Lawyer

[existing subsections (a) and (b)]
(c) A lawyer may limit the scope of the representation if
the limitation is reasonable under the circumstances and
the client gives informed consent in writing.

(1) The client’s informed consent must be confirmed in
writing unless:

(i) the representation of the client consists solely of
telephone consultation;

(ii) the representation is provided by a lawyer
employed by a nonprofit legal services program or
participating in a nonprofit court-annexed legal
services program and the lawyer’s representation
consists solely of providing information and advice
or the preparation of court-approved legal forms; or

(iii) the court appoints the attorney for a limited
purpose that is set forth in the appointment order.

More LIMITED SCOPE, Page 26



T
he foreclosure crisis is bad and getting
worse, said attorney Jonathan G. Stein,
who operates a solo practice in Elk

Grove, Calif., in his article for GPSOLO mag-
azine.

“The first wave of foreclosures affected people with sub-
prime mortgages, a term that is now common,” he wrote.
“The next wave hit people who took out ‘B’ mortgages. The
coming wave is going to affect small business owners on com-
mercial property, as well as people with prime mortgages.”

Here is his advice, excerpted from GPSOLO magazine, on
assisting foreclosure clients.

The first step is to evaluate the client’s needs. Not every
client who comes to you needs to have the property foreclosed
on. Similarly, not every client is a candidate for a loan modifi-
cation or similar remedy offered by loan servicers. (We have
stopped referring to these folks as banks or lenders simply
because it is impossible to know who owns a mortgage and
who is just servicing a mortgage. Toyota would never fix a
Honda car under warranty, but Wells Fargo will service a loan
by Bank of America and vice versa.)

This means asking some very detailed, pointed questions.
Always start with the basics: What is the client’s monthly
income? What is the yearly income? What is the balance owed
on the first mortgage and each subsequent mortgage? What is
the monthly payment for each mortgage? What other debt does
the client have? For residential property, a client can typically
afford a house that is three times his annual income, or stated
differently, a mortgage payment that is one-third of the client’s
monthly income. The easiest way to figure out whether the
client can afford the house is to take annual income, multiply
by three, and compare that to the client’s current home value.
If the current home value is higher than this number, then the
client should consider not keeping the house.

IF THE CLIENT CAN AFFORD the house, you should
explore a loan modification. A modification can be anything
from a decrease in interest rate to a change in the principal or
an extension of the term of the loan. Sometimes you will get
all three, sometimes one. But if the client can afford the house

and wants to keep it, you should explore this option
with the client.

If the client cannot afford the home, then hard deci-
sions need to be made. First, you must figure out if you
are in a recourse state (where the borrower is responsi-
ble for a deficiency balance after the sale) or a non-
recourse state. Determining this may not be as easy as it
first sounds – many states are a combination of the two.
For example, in California, a purchase-money mortgage

(a mortgage used to buy a piece of property) is non-recourse,
but a non-purchase-money mortgage or cash-out mortgage
(where a mortgage is taken out and the borrower gets cash to
make improvements or pay off bills) is recourse. When you
combine this fact with California’s one-action rule, which, at
its most simple, limits a lender to either selling the house or
suing the borrower, it is sometimes difficult to tell if the client
faces any personal liability under a mortgage that he cannot
afford. This must therefore be your first determination.

IF THE CLIENT HAS no liability in a foreclosure, then
your job is more as a counselor than an attorney. You need to
sit the client down and explain the realities of life. These reali-
ties start with this: losing a home to foreclosure is not the end
of the world. In fact, since about 2007, it is quite common.
There is no stigma attached to losing a home or making a busi-
ness decision to give up a home. Many people, especially baby
boomers, have a difficult time with this concept and believe
they should do everything to keep their home. However, a
client who cannot afford his home at its current value should
not enter into protracted litigation that does nothing but make
money for the attorneys. Thus, your job is to counsel the client
on how to make the process easier and how to rebuild the
client’s credit. This can be something as simple as moving out
now so that the client starts over sooner rather than later, or
waiting for the cash-for-keys offer from the bank so that the
client has money to pay first- and last-month’s rent or a securi-
ty deposit.

If the client has liability and cannot afford the home, you
need to explore several options. The first is short sale, in
which the lender agrees to accept less than the pay-off amount
and the borrower sells the property to a third party. Although
the incentive to servicers to approve short sales are not high,
lenders are willing to consider short sales. In fact, in a lower-
value home, a client may be able to short sell the house to an
investor who will let the client rent back the property for less
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How to handle foreclosures

MANAGING YOUR PRACTICE

Lawyers share their practice tips
The Montana Lawyer continues a series of law-practice tips, many of them excerpted from “How to. . .” articles pre-
sented in the July/August 2010 edition of the ABA’s GPSOLO magazine. Other tips, like the ones below, will be pro-
vided by members of the State Bar of Montana. You can find the entire GPSOLO “How-to” issue with the full-length
articles at www.americanbar.org/publications/gp_solo_magazine_home.html, click on “Browse Past Issues” and find
the July/August 2010 edition.  More article excerpts will appear in the August Montana Lawyer.



money than the client’s current mortgage payment. A
good real estate broker can help evaluate the home and
the likelihood of getting an offer for fair market value.
You can then walk the client through the short-sale
process, help obtain the necessary documents, and serve
as a liaison between homeowner, real estate broker, and
lender.

You will also be in a position to negotiate away, or
attempt to negotiate away, the client’s liability for any
amount not covered. Most servicers are willing to take a
lower lump sum with the short sale to erase the debt not
covered in the short sale. 

IF THE CLIENT DOES NOT qualify for a short sale
or does not wish to go in that direction, you should con-
sider a bankruptcy filing. My experience is that most peo-
ple who cannot afford their home also have other debt. If
you are not an experienced bankruptcy attorney yourself,
refer your client to a lawyer who is. An experienced bank-
ruptcy attorney can advise clients on whether a Chapter
13 or 7 is best for them. In some cases, the client may file
a Chapter 13 and then convert it to a Chapter 7.

You could also advise the client to walk away and
wait. Some lenders, especially on recourse second and
third mortgages (usually called home equity loans or lines
of credit because they are taken out after the property has
been purchased) are not filing suit. Of course, you need to
adequately advise the client of the risks and the statute of
limitations. However, it is becoming more and more com-
mon that servicers are not pursuing people who walk
away, and your client may be better off to take a wait-
and-see approach – especially when other debts are low.

Some clients need litigation assistance. This is not an
area that you should enter into without experience or
experienced co-counsel. Judges see many of these law-
suits and many bad lawsuits, so you start behind the
proverbial eight-ball. Suffice it to say, your best bet is
working with someone who has experience in litigating
these cases.

FINALLY, IF THERE is a foreclosure, you need to
make sure it is done properly. There are many technical
requirements, especially for a non-judicial foreclosure.
Was the sale noticed properly? Are the required docu-
ments attached to a sale notice? After the foreclosure, is
title transferred properly? Does the client have any liabili-
ty for utilities or homeowner association dues that may
cause a foreclosing party to delay in recording the sale?
These are very technical issues that require a strict read-
ing of your state’s code.

The key to helping clients through the foreclosure
process is making sure you assemble a good team. A CPA
or tax attorney can provide insight on tax issues, includ-
ing tax liability that can change from one year to the next.
A real estate agent can obtain property values for you and
evaluate a home’s “saleability.” By putting together a
team, you will be able to provide a valued service to your
clients.    �
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Mediation CLE set for Oct. 7 in Bozeman

Sheehy running for Supreme Court seat

State Bar of Montana President Joseph M. Sullivan was cho-
sen as a new member of the Executive Council for the National
Conference of Bar Presidents (NCBP). The 15-member council
of current and past bar presidents is  the governing body of the
NCBP. Mr. Sullivan said he hopes to provide a Montana perspec-
tive to this national board and hopes to bring back to Montana
ideas that will assist the leadership of the State Bar and local and
specialty bars in Montana.

The NCBP was founded in 1950 to provide information and
training to state and local bar association leaders at two meetings
held each year. Substantial time is provided for small gatherings
where bar leaders from similar-sized regions can share informa-
tion and experiences. 

BAR / BENCH BRIEFS

Missoula attorney Ed Sheehy has announced his candidacy for
the Montana Supreme Court seat from which Justice James
Nelson is retiring in 2012. 

Born born in Butte, Mr. Sheehy is a 1978 graduate of Gonzaga
Law School. He was a law clerk for former Chief Justice Frank
Haswell before going into private practice with Ross Cannon of
Helena. Mr. Sheehy is the nephew of former Supreme Court
Justice John C. Sheehy.

Mr. Sheehy has practiced in almost every state district court in
Montana, has briefed and argued hundreds of cases on appeal,
tried cases in every division of the U.S. District Court of
Montana, and handled appeals to the 9th Circuit Court and the
U.S. Supreme Court.  

Get the inside scoop on how to be successful in mediation
from the eyes of the mediator! Did you know there are different
ethical considerations for attorneys and mediators? Come learn
about them and get ethics credit at the Dispute Resolution
Committee CLE on Oct. 7 at the Holiday Inn in Bozeman.

At the CLE you will hear about different mediation styles from
Montana experts. You also will hear how they approach media-
tion what the they think of the different clinical models like
Facilitative, Directive, and Transformative. You will experience
an interactive presentation process directed by a nationally
renowned mediator from Austin Tex.  

A program and registration brochure has been mailed to Bar
members and can be found at www.montanabar.org.

Sullivan named to national presidents’ council

At least two county bar associations in Texas reported that
scam artists are calling members and asking for dues payments. 

According to the Texas Bar Association, the callers say they
are “from the bar association” and that the attorney’s bar card is
expiring or that membership dues must be paid immediately.

“These were not legitimate calls,” the Texas Bar said, warning
members not provide credit card information.

Texas Bar reports attempted dues scam
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tion and consultation for Indian tribes and Indian organiza-
tions.

Her prior professional experience included:
� U.S. Attorney for the District of Montana, 1993-2001.

n  Partner at Crowley, Haughey, Hanson, Toole & Dietrich in
Billings, 1985-1993.
� Associate at Crowley, 1979-1985.

Professional elected/appointed offices
� Adjunct professor, Federal Indian Law, MSU-Billings,

Spring 2010.
� Indian Law Section, State Bar of Montana, 2008-present.
� National Association of Former U.S. Attorneys, board

member, 2008-present.
� Montana Board of Crime Control, 2007-present.
� Governor’s Concealed Weapons Advisory Committee
� Ella Knowles Society for Senior Women Lawyers,

founder and president.
� ABA Dispute Resolution Section, Mediation Committee

vice chair, 2002-2004.
� U.S. Attorney’s Law Enforcement Education Committee,

District of Montana, 2003-2006.
� Equal Access to Justice Task Force, Supreme Court of

Montana, 200-2002.
� American Bar Foundation, state chair, 2001-2009.
� Federal Bar Association, co-founder and vice president,

1999-2001.
� Federal Practice Section, State Bar of Montana, chair,

1999-  2003.
� Attorney General’s Advisory Committee Working Group

on Domestic Terrorism, chair, 1995-1998; member, 1998-
2001.
� Attorney General’s Advisory Committee Subcommittee

on Native American Issues; member 1993-1998; chair, 1998-
2001.
� President Clinton’s Executive Committee on Indian

Country Law Enforcement, 1997-1999.
� Attorney General’s Advisory Committee Subcommittee

on Civil Rights, 1993-2001.
� Attorney General’s Advisory Committee Subcommittee

on Environmental Crimes, 1993-1998.
� Attorney General’s Advisory Committee Subcommittee

on Border Issues, 1993-1998.
� U.S. Attorney General’s Advisory Committee, 1994-1996.
� Montana Board of Crime Control, 1995-2001.
� State Bar of Montana, president, 1992-1993; president-

elect, 1991-1992; secretary-treasurer, 1988-1991.
� President’s Commission on Women in the Profession,

State Bar of Montana, 1992.
� Montana Supreme Court Gender Fairness Task Force,

1993.
� Dean Search Committee, University of Montana School

of Law, 1992.
� Adjunct Professor, Bankruptcy Law, University of

Montana School of Law, 1990-1991.
� Board of Visitors, UM School of Law, 1988-2002.

� Judicial Polling Committee, State Bar of Montana, chair,
1984 -1987.
� ABA Fund for Justice & Education, state chair,

1989–1993.
� Women’s Law Section, State Bar of Montana, chair,

1985-1993.
� Yellowstone County Bar Association, president, 1987-

1988; president-elect, 1986-1987; director, 1983-1986.
� Member, Criminal Justice Advisory Committee, MSU-

Billings, 2008-present.
� Member, Governor’s Council on Homelessness, 2003-

2007.
� Board member, Pretty Shield Foundation, 2002-present.

Honors
� 2009 Professionalism Award, Yellowstone Area Bar

Association.
� 2002 Founder’s Day Award, Zonta Club International of

Billings.
� 2000 Distinguished Alumna Award, UM School of Law.
� 1998 Distinguished Service Award, U.S. Department of

Justice (The Department’s highest award, only one is given by
the Attorney General each year. This award was given to the
team members who investigated and prosecuted the “Freemen”
case.)
� 1998 Distinguished Service Award, Environment &

Natural Resources Division, U.S. Department of Justice (for
mediation work on United States v. Arco)
� 1997 Distinguished Service Award, The Gangs, Violence

& Kids Foundation.
� 1997 Distinguished Service Award, Rocky Mountain

College, Billings.
� 1997 Paul Harris Fellow award, Rotary Foundation of

Rotary International
� 1997 Soroptomist International Woman of the Year

Award, Billings Chapter.
� 1997 Alumna of the Year, UM School of Law, Women’s

Law Caucus.
� Selected by ABA President Roberta Cooper Ramo as a

“Lawyer Hero,” 1996.

Ms. Matteucci’s nomination for the Jameson Award came
with 20 letters of support from fellow lawyers, U.S. attorneys,
a Supreme Court justice, UM Law School faculty and staff,
paralegals, Crow Tribal officials, and members of the U.S.
Department of Justice. Here are excerpts from just a few.

� UM Law Professor Martin Burke:
Sherry’s remarkable level of involvement with the State Bar

of Montana came as no surprise to anyone. During her years at
the Law School, she was as anxious to make a difference in
our profession and was committed to the advancement of
women. Upon commencing practice in Billings, Sherry imme-
diately became active in Bar activities. That she would be the
first woman to serve as president of the State Bar of Montana
and, as president, would engage the Bar in serious study and
dialogue regarding the status of women in our profession
seemed preordained. As one who was actively involved in

JAMESON AWARD, from Page 5



Ken Oster, a Glasgow attorney and former Valley County attorney, will share
the State Bar’s 2011 Bousliman Professionalism Award with Missoula County
Attorney James Nugent, for outstanding accomplishments as lawyerws.  The
award is dedicated to George L. Bousliman, former State Bar executive direc-
tor. 
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George L. Bousliman Professionalism Award

State Bar committee work at the time, I can attest that Sherry’s
leadership of the Bar was both inspired and inspiring. She
challenged our profession to embrace pro bono work and to
begin discussing ways of ensuring balance in attorneys’ lives.
She worked to bridge the gap between the State Bar of
Montana and other legal organizations like the Montana Trial
Lawyers and the Montana Defense Trial Lawyers. She was
insistent on the critical role that lawyers play in each of our
communities and in society and was quick to rebut those who
belittled our profession. 

� Carlene Old Elk, former Crow Tribe official:
I, personally and professionally learned many things from

Sherry Matteucci during my tenure with the Crow Tribe. I was
often in awe of her ability to look for the “middle ground” in
sometimes difficult discussions of opposing views, while never
wavering in her devotion to the good of our community. She
helped many of us set a standard in our Judicial Branch of

tribal government that continues, perhaps not always in exact
measure but in the degree of professionalism that she always
promotes. Her ability to respectfully navigate Crow culture,
traditions, and language and still bring about change that mod-
els the excellence of the American judicial system has been
unwavering. 

� Donna L. Falls Down, Crow Court administrator:
Ms. Sherry Scheel Matteucci who, as the Tribe’s appointed

court consultant and liaison with the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
led the comprehensive task of restructuring and strengthening
the Court’s judicial and administrative capacities within the
framework of the new Crow Constitution and the need for cor-
rective action. In this endeavor, Sherry spent countless hours
reviewing, assessing, and identifying the various issues and

� Ken Oster � James P. Nugent

Glasgow attorney Ken Oster has been awarded the
Bousliman Professionalism Award for his efforts in closing
the law practice of another Glasgow attorney, James K.
Fewer, who died in November.

“Ken agreed to be appointed special master to review and
deal appropriately with Mr. Fewer’s files,” wrote Glasgow
lawyer Peter Helland in a letter nominating Mr. Oster for the
award. “The job was much bigger and more difficult than
any of us could have imagined. He went beyond his duties
and is very deserving of accolades for this service.”

“Mr. Fewer had thriving and very active estate-planning
practice when he died,” said State Bar Legal Counsel Betsy
Brandborg, who along with Lawyer Assistance Program
Director Mike Larson has had to take on many law-office
closures. “Mr. Fewer had clients all across the state,” she
said. “He had a huge number of open cases when he died,”
providing a major challenge for Mr. Oster to properly handle
the cases and get the files back to those clients. 

“Ken Oster and Mr. Fewer’s paralegal made a huge dif-
ference to the Bar staff and to the clients with their service,”
Ms. Brandborg said.

Jim Nugent has been a Montana lawyer for 35 years. For all
but two of those years, he has had just one client: the city of
Missoula. Jim has devoted his professional career to the city
that he loves, and the people of Missoula who benefit from his
quiet, often invisible, stewardship. He is respected as a man
who committed himself to his hometown and the need to make
it a real community for the people who live there,

During those 30-plus years, Jim has worked for seven dif-
ferent mayors and 18 different city council iterations. As an
advisor to those policymakers, he has helped craft approxi-
mately 1,800 of the roughly 3,800 ordinances on the city’s
books. His work has often required changes in enabling legis-
lation at the state level, or arguments before the Montana
Supreme Court. Because of those efforts, Jim’s work has bene-
fited cities and towns throughout the state, making them viable
and responsive governments that reflect the needs and wishes
of their Individual communities,

Jim Nugent is considered the dean of city attorneys in
Montana. But more importantly, he has shared his wealth of
knowledge about local government law generously to the
enrichment of the entire Bar and state.

More JAMESON AWARD, Page 16



Stan Parker, a new graduate from Pepperdine University
and son of Billings attorney Mark Parker, won the Haswell
award with his article about his visit to a penitentiary in
Bolivia.

The article “The fantasy world of a Bolivian prison,”
pointed out the luxurious apartment-living, drug-dealing
lifestyle of Bolivian inmates.  It appeared in the October
2010 Montana Lawyer (find it at www.montanabar.org).

The Haswell Award winners are chosen each year by the
State Bar’s Past Presidents Committee.

As a judge in the 4th Judicial
District Court, Judge John Larson
has a strong reputation as a leader in expanding access to
justice. A passionate advocate tier the rights of abused chil-
dren, Judge Larson was honored as the national CASA Judge
of the Year in 2003 for helping establish the Missoula CASA
program, testifying in support of CASA programs to the
Montana Legislature, effectively’ considering CASA volun-
teers’ input in child abuse and neglect cases, and demonstrat-
ing his special commitment to Native American youths.

In addition, Judge Larson oversees three drug courts ben-
efitting low-income Montanans and others across western
Montana. Judge Larson is also a strong supporter of the
Western Montana Bar Association pro bono program and the
Missoula Family Law Self Help Center. As an MLSA board
member since 1997, Judge Larson contributes his time and
talents to help MLSA become a more effective participant in
the access to justice movement.

Butte District Judge Krueger
Krueger is well known in the Butte

area as a powerful voice for improving access to justice for all
people.  Since assuming the bench of the 2nd Judicial District
Court in 2001, Judge Krueger has established the Butte
Family Drug Court, which benefits low-income people and
others who struggle with addiction. In addition, he provides
consistent and strong support and leadership for the local pro
bono attorney program in the Butte area.

Recently, Judge Krueger successfully spearheaded efforts
to remodel the county law library to create a space for a self-
help law center. In addition, he serves on the Equal Justice
Task Force and the Advisory Committee on Rules of Civil &
Appellate Procedure. Judge Krueger has been a particularly
active member of Montana Legal Services Association board
since 1985, providing valuable input from his perspective as a
judge, former private attorney, former MLSA staff attorney,
former state legislator, and community member.
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Karla M. Gray Equal Justice Award

Frank Haswell Award

By Alison Paul
MT Legal Services Association

� District Judge
Kurt Krueger

� District Judge
John Larson

The Frank Haswell Award for the best article submitted to the State Bar’s
monthly magazine, The Montana Lawyer, in the past year will be given to two
authors for two separate, and very different, articles during the past year. They
will split the $200 prize generated through a bequest by the late Supreme
Court Chief Justice Frank Haswell.

� Stan Parker � Rick Baskett

Missoula attorney Rick Baskett also won the 2011 Haswell
Award for his article “A second look at living trusts.”  The
article reported that the taboo against living trusts is being lift-
ed, and the trusts are providing a good estate-planning alterna-
tive. It appeared in the May 2011 Montana Lawyer.

Other Haswell finalists included: Missoula attorney Chuck
Willey on “Solving Montana’s probate & civil hearing
delays;” Livingston attorney Kendra Anderson on “A new
player in the Swandal legacy of law;” and UM professor
Eduardo Capulong and new UM Law grad Karen Alley, on
“The Hendershott ruling.”



By Patricia L. Fain
Statewide Pro Bono Coordinator

If Gary Connelley is anything, he’s
modest. When asked for a biography in
order to write this article, Gary summed it up in a single sen-
tence, “I was born under a rock in Yankee Jim Canyon on the
Yellowstone River on a bright fall day….” Anyone who
knows Gary – and that’s a lot of people – is aware of his wry
sense of humor and not likely surprised at his selection as a
recipient of the State Bar’s 2011 Pro Bono Award.

When prodded for additional information, Gary simply
added “‘Momma,’ I said, ‘What are they biting on?’ ‘Momma
replied,‘Oh hush, now little Gary, you aren’t any bigger than a
Cutthroat. You’ll have plenty of time to think about fishing
once you get out of law school.’” It’s true. You can’t make
this stuff up.  But, modesty has its limits, so we turn to other
sources.  

Gary graduated from The University of Montana School of
Law in 1983. For nearly 13 years, he worked for the Montana
Legal Services Association, serving as managing attorney
before moving to Crowley Law Firm (now known as Crowley
Fleck and at a time when he still had hair) in 1996.  Gary
devotes the majority of this time to the performance of indi-
gent pro bono service on behalf of the firm. In addition to his
employment, Gary has donated endless uncompensated hours
in assisting low-income Montanans, always considering the

By Joe Sullivan, president
State Bar of Montana

Most of you are aware of the
successes of the Cascade County
Law Clinic and the manner in
which it is able to serve those who
cannot afford legal services. What you may or may not be
aware of are the struggles that the Law Clinic was suffering
through the last couple of years. Those struggles, both finan-
cial and administrative, could have continued on for years
and could have been the death knell of the clinic. The result
would have been hundreds of individuals not receiving pro
bono legal services.

I can gladly say that never occurred and that the Cascade
County Law Clinic is thriving again. The lion’s share of the
credit for this resurgence is because of the efforts of Great
Falls attorney Jason Holden. The Clinic was struggling to
meet the requirements of the Montana Justice Foundation,
and as a result felt a substantial loss of funding as well as
possible future funding. Jason worked tirelessly to correct
these problems and single-handedly restored the reputation
of the Clinic in the eyes of the Justice Foundation. Any
future funds received by the Clinic from the Montana Justice
Foundation, United Way, or other granting entities can be
largely attributed to Jason’s efforts.

Further, the clinic suffered through administrative issues
that in turn caused many of the financial issues to arise.
Jason, as chair of the board for the Clinic, not only stepped
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Neil Haight Pro Bono Award

50-year pins Distinguished Service Awards

� Jason Holden � Gary
Connelley

� Douglas C. Allen, Shelby 

� Keith L. Burrowes, Billings

� Gerald D. Christensen, Billings

� J.E. Corette III, Chevy Chase, Md.

� Thomas F. Dowling, Helena

� John R. Kline, Helena

� Lino Marsillo, Missoula

� John W. McDonald Jr., Missoula

� Carroll E. Multz, Grand Junction, Colo.

� William G. Sternhagen, Helena

� Cynthia Smith, Missoula, outgoing Bar president, former trustee

� Jim Lewis, Helena, outgoing member of CLE Institute 

� Peggy Probasco, Butte, Access to Justice Committee outgoing chair and

long-time Committee member

� James E. Aiken, Bigfork, Lawyers’ Fund for Client Protection outgoing

member and former chair

� Denzil R. Young, Baker, outgoing member of the Lawyers’ Fund for Client

Protection 

� Joan M. Jonkel, Missoula, outgoing member of the Law-Related Education

Committee

� Ron Youde, Billings, outgoing member of the Law-Related Education

Committee.

More JASON HOLDEN, Page 19 More GARY CONNELLEY, Page 19
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18 CLE topics will highlight
this year’s Annual Meeting program

The program, at the Red Lion Hotel in Kalispell:

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

1 p.m. Joint meeting of Equal Justice Task Force,
Access to Justice Committee &  
Commission on Self-Represented Litigants

5:30-7 p.m. Local Bar reception at the Conrad
Mansion, 330 Woodland Ave., Kalispell.
Senior members of the Northwest Mon-
tana Bar Association will be honored.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

8:30 a.m. Board of Trustees meeting. – Bar members
are invited to attend 

11 a.m. Annual Meeting registration desk opens

Noon Montana Justice Foundation meeting

Noon-1 p.m. New Lawyers Section luncheon meeting

1-5 p.m. Hot Topics CLE (3.75 CLE credits,

including 2.75 Ethics credits, 1 of which
meets SAMI requirement)

� Computer Security in Your Law
Practice (.75 Ethics) – David Whelan
� Criminal Law Update – Andrew King-
Reis

� Mediation Hot Topics & Tips (.5 
Ethics) – Michael Viscomi, Brian Muldoon &
Vanessa Ceravolo

� Family Law Hot Topic: Third Party
Parental Rights (.5 Ethics) – Mars Scott,
Corbin Howard & Susan Ridgeway

� MTLA / MDTL Current Hot Topics –
Dale Cockrell, director MTLA, & Roberta Anner-
Hughes, president MDTL

� The Well-Rounded Lawyer: Addressing
the Sedentary Lifestyle of the Legal 
Profession (1.0 SAMI)  – Jamie Lynn, personal
trainer  & wellness coach

4:30 p.m. Resolutions Committee meeting – The
Committee meets annually to review
proposed resolutions and make reco-
mendations at the annual business meet-
ing on Friday, immediately following the
awards luncheon

5:30 p.m. President's Reception – President Joe
Sullivan, Great Falls

6:30  p.m. Annual State Bar Banquet – The

Jameson Award will be presented to
Billings attorney Sherry Scheel Matteucci,
and we will honor the recipients of  the
Bar’s 50-year membership pins. The gavel
will be handed off from outgoing State Bar
President Joe Sullivan to incoming Presi-
dent Shane Vannatta. Entertainment will
be a skit performed by the local
Lindsayville Players.

The Conrad Mansion
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

7:30 a.m. Annual Meeting registration desk opens

8-11:30 a.m. Hot Topics CLE (3.50 CLE credits)

� Appellate Practice Before the Montana 
Supreme Court – Prof.  Anthony Johnstone,
Mikel Moore, Jennifer Anders & Prof. Martin
Burke. Joe Sullivan will moderate.

� Montana Supreme Court Oral Argu-
ments in two cases:

H. ROBERT WARREN; JOAN CROCK
ER v. CAMPBELL FARMING CORP.,
STEPHANIE GATELY; ROBERT 
GATELY. The Court has been asked by
the U.S. Court of Appeals, 10th Circuit,
to interpret sections of state’s Model
Business Corporations Act.

RICHARD A. HILL and BETTI C. HILL,
HILL, et al., v. JACK RAY SAUTHER,
CHRISTOPHER JAMES NOLT, et al. A
group of securities purchasers are appeal-
ing a 1st Judicial District Court order
compelling them to participate in pre-
dispute arbitration rather than filing suit
directly in the District Court.

11:45 a.m  Annual Awards Luncheon &
Business Meeting –  The State Bar  

will present the Bousliman Profession-

alism Awards, Haswell Award, Disting-
uished Service Awards and Haight Pro
Bono Award (see winners in this issue of
The Montana Lawyer).  Also presented will
be the Karla M. Gray Equal Justice Award.
The State Bar’s Annual Business Meeting
will follow immediately.  

1:30-5 p.m. Hot Topics CLE (3.25 CLE credits,

including 1.0 Ethics credits)

� ADA Amendments – Jane Korn, dean of
Gonzaga University Law School

� Referendum on Electing Supreme
Court Justices by District – Chris Tweeten, 
Alanah Griffith & Tom Singer

� Legislative Update – Bruce Spencer

� Time-Saving Legal Research Tips –
David Whelan

� Foreclosure Stategies for Debtors – John 
Heenan

� Family Law Hot Topic: Self-Employ-
ment & Child Support (.25 Ethics) –
Peggy Probasco

� Professionalism: Role of Law Schools –
John Mudd (.25 Ethics)

� Blue Sky or Dark Skies? Cloud Com-
puting for Lawyers (.5 Ethics) – David
Whelan

5 p.m. Annual Meeting adjourns

5:30  p.m. Paralegal Section dinner

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Annual Meeting Golf Tournament –
Buffalo Hill Golf Club (Details & 
registration form at www.montanabar.org)

NOTE:: Organizers working on trap-shooting trap tourna
ment for Friday and Saturday, Sept. 16-17. Call Judge
David Ortley if you are interested, at (406) 257-4062.

(Details to follow at  www.montanabar.org).

The

Lindsayville

Players will

take some

license with

lawyers in a

Banquet skit.
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matters impacting all areas in the administration of justice and
then proceeded to facilitate and develop standing orders, court
rules, the Judicial Branch personnel manual, job descriptions,
and policies and procedures that addressed a variety of matters
including finance operations that dealt with bonds, fines, and
fees. She was instrumental in the development of the Crow
Bar in which she ensured professional standards of admittance
were met as made evident in the protocol, procedures, and
application forms she developed. . . . Sherry approached these
tasks in a way that respected and included Crow cultural
norms, and with thoughtful consideration to the input provided
by court staff, judges, tribal officials, and the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. Her sincerity and tireless efforts acquired the trust and
confidence of the Crow Tribal Administration and the many
individuals with whom she worked. . . . Finally, I cannot close
without commenting on Sherry’s ethics and her love of the
law. In her capacities as both mentor and advisor to the Crow
Tribal Court, she radiates the spirit of the law in a way that
makes one capable of feeling and understanding the funda-
mental principles of law and justice. She earnestly and gra-
ciously listens, and always imparts wisdom in her professional
services. To sum it up, she travels the road that achieves the
common good, and her footprints have left remarkable impres-
sions on the lives of many.

� Lorraine Gallinger, former U.S. attorney under Ms.
Matteucci:

During her tenure, she oversaw two of the-most explosive
situations ever shouldered by a U.S. attorney in my 30-year
career with the office. These were the Unabomber and the
Freemen investigations and prosecutions. While the Una-
bomber matter was a short-lived as far as Montana was con-
cerned, she brought the USAO’s obligations in this matter to a
successful conclusion with equanimity and deftness, hallmarks
of her approach to anyone with whom she interacts. Her tal-
ents shone in the Freemen prosecution. It was a protracted
investigation. Ensuring the safety of the Freemen, their rela-
tives, their neighbors, federal judges, and that of the participat-
ing law enforcement community was of paramount impor-
tance. The issues that arose during the investigation were
numerous, unique and were often questions of first impression
under constitutional tenets. She was in constant contact with
Attorney General Janet Reno and Reno’s deputy attorney gen-
eral, Jamie Gorelick. She had day-to-day, hands-on contact
with law enforcement officials and participated in every major
decision. Many times the national media vans and satellite
dishes were located outside the office, which added another
dimension to her responsibilities. And, after many months, the
Freemen peacefully surrendered without incident. Their peace-
ful surrender was due in no small part to Sherry’s leadership
and her calm resolve.

Prosecution followed. During the months of preparation,
she oversaw a team of attorneys from the U.S. Attorney’s
Officer as well as attorneys assigned from the Department of
Justice in Washington, D.C. In recognition of her work, she
received the Department of Justice’s highest honor, the

Distinguished Service Award, presented to her by Attorney
General Reno.

� Betty Richardson, Washington, D.C., former U.S. attor-
ney:

U.S. attorneys have the opportunity to participate on various
substantive subcommittees having a national focus. I had the
pleasure of serving on two key subcommittees with Sherry –
the Environmental Crimes Subcommittee and the Native
American Issues Subcommittee. On both subcommittees,
Sherry’s expertise and leadership were manifest. Sherry con-
sistently formed strong and effective relationships with the
other members of these committees and with those at the helm
of relevant components throughout the Department of Justice.
She also modeled outstanding collaboration skills, coordinat-
ing superbly with law enforcement partners at all levels of
government. On the Native American Issues Subcommittee,
which she capably chaired, Sherry powerfully advocated for
policies ensuring that our nation’s first Americans receive
equal access to justice. . . . She is widely regarded as one of
the most knowledgeable and dedicated attorneys working in
Indian Country. On the Environmental Crimes Subcommittee, .
. . no one was more committed than Sherry to preserving the
special places protected by federal law and keeping those
lands safe. Because of her outstanding work on various sub-
committees, Sherry was tapped to be a member of the Attorney
General’s Advisory Committee, where she also served with
distinction.

� Heather W. Sather, Billings attorney:
While I was young, Sherry and my father worked together

at Crowley, Haughey, Hanson, Toole & Dietrich, in Billings. I
remember knowing of Sherry and hearing of her many accom-
plishments while growing up. Yet, Sherry and I truly came to
know each other through the Yellowstone Area Bar
Association Mentoring Program. In 2009, I had the good for-
tune of being paired with Sherry as my mentor. Each month of
that year, Sherry and I met for lunch, which always lasted past
the noon hour. We would talk of my concerns as a new lawyer,
as a female lawyer, as a working parent, and my concerns
about the big picture of life. Any concern I had, great or small,
Sherry listened to with regard, and then helped me navigate
through with her wisdom and grace. She shared her own pro-
fessional and personal stories and background, helping to
assist me through the beginnings of my career. Through the
year of formal mentoring, Sherry made me feel like a priority
in her schedule, and I always knew she was there to assist me
in any way she could. I was inspired after every mentoring
session to continue to try to become a well-rounded, balanced
mother and attorney. I was also inspired to strive to communi-
cate with attorneys and clients with the utmost respect and
professionalism. Sherry is the consummate professional — so
respected and so good at her work. I know that having had her
as a mentor profoundly affected me.

� Kenneth D. Tolliver, Billings attorney:
Overarching Sherry’s many accomplishments is her human

kindness. �

JAMESON AWARD, from Page 11
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September 9

State Bar election ballots counted

September 14

Equal Justice Task Force meeting, 10 a.m., Red Lion

Hotel, Kalispell 

Access to Justice Committee meeting, 10 a.m., Red Lion

Hotel, Kalispell 

Commission on Self Represented Litigants meeting, 10

a.m., Red Lion Hotel, Kalispell

Joint meeting of the three Access to Justice enitities above,

1 p.m., Red Lion Hotel, Kalispell

State Bar Executive Committee meeting, 4 p.m., Kalispell

September 15

State Bar Board of Trustees meeting, 8:30 a.m., Red Lion

Hotel, Kalispell

New Lawyers Section lunch meeting, noon, Red Lion

Hotel, Kalispell

September 15-16

State Bar Annual Meeting & CLE, Red Lion Hotel, Kalispell

September 16

Paralegal Section annual

meeting & dinner, 5:30 p.m.,

Red Lion Hotel, Kalispell

September 19

Board of Bar Examiners

meeting, 3 p.m., State Bar

offices, Helena

September 20

Family Law Section 1-hour

phone CLE, “Drafting Family

Law Briefs to the Montana

Supreme Court,” noon

September 28

Legal Issues for Tax-Exempt

Entities CLE, Crowne Plaza

Hotel, Billings

State Bar 1-hour webinar,

“Lawyers Assistance Program 

Resources,” noon

September 30

Annual Construction Law Institute, Hilton Garden Inn,

Bozeman

October 7

Dispute Resolution / Mediation CLE, Holiday Inn,

Bozeman

State Bar Executive Committee meeting, 10 a.m., State

Bar offices, Helena

October 10

Columbus Day, State Bar offices closed

October 11

State Bar Group Benefits Trustees meeting, 10 a.m.,

Mountain West Benefits conference room, 3390 Colton St.,

Helena

October 13-14

Women’s Law CLE, Chico Hot Springs

October 21

New Lawyers’ Workshop, 8 a.m., Holiday Inn, Great Falls

(see ad below).

State Bar Road Show, 1:15 p.m., Holiday Inn, Great Falls

SSTTAATTEE BBAARR  CCAALLEENNDDAARR



September 10 Missoula – UM Law School

UM Football CLE 2.0 CLE credits (CLE topics will be available

at www.umt.edu/law).

September 13 Miles City – Holiday Inn Express

Privacy & the Right to Know 6.50 CLE credits. State

Professional Development Center, (406) 444-3871

September 14 Lincoln – Call sponsor for location

Estate Planning & Planned Giving 4.0 CLE credits. Lewis &

Clark Co. Community Foundation, (406) 441-4952

September 14-16 Missoula – UM Law School

Public Land Law Conference 10.0 CLE credits.  Public Land &

Resources Law Review, (406) 243-6568

September 15 Augusta – Call sponsor for location

Estate Planning & Planned Giving 4.0 CLE credits. Lewis &

Clark Co. Community Foundation, (406) 441-4952

September 15-16 Kalispell – Red Lion Inn

State Bar Annual Meeting CLEs 10.50 total CLE credits,

including 3.75 Ethics credits, 1.0 of which meets SAMI require-

ment (see preview on Page 14)

September 16 Billings – Kelly Inn

Montana’s Wrongful Discharge Act 3.0 CLE credits. State

Professional Development Center, (406) 444-3871

September 17 Missoula – UM Law School

UM Football CLE 2.0 CLE credits (CLE topics will be available

at www.umt.edu/law).

September 20 Teleconference

Disclaimers 1.50 CLE credits. Cannon, (800) 775-7654

September 21 Helena – Mountain West Bank

Estate Planning & Planned Giving 4.0 CLE credits. Lewis &

Clark Co. Community Foundation, (406) 441-4952

September 22 Missoula – County Courthouse

The Law, The Guardian & The Children’s Advocacy Center
1.0 CLE credit. 4th Judicial District Court, (406) 258-3461

September 23 Great Falls – Holiday Inn

Labor & Employment Law 5.0 CLE credits. Michael Dahlem,

(406) 862-2430

September 27 Missoula – UM Law School

Jestrab Lecture on Water 1.0 CLE credit. University of

Montana School of Law, (406) 243-6509

September 28 Webcast

Impeach Justice Douglas 3.0 CLE credits, including 3.0

Ethics (no SAMI) credits. Periaktos Productions, (605) 787-

7099

September 28 Billings – Crowne Plaza Hotel

Representing & Managing Tax-Exempt Organizations 
6.50 CLE credits, including 1.25 Ethics (no SAMI) credits.

Nonprofit Law Section of State Bar, (406) 523-3863

September 28-29 Helena – Metcalf Building in Capitol Complex

Writing Administrative Rules of Montana 10.00 CLE credits.

State Professional Development Center, (406) 444-3871

September 29 Helena

Water Law Conference 10.50 CLE credits, including 1.0

Ethics (no SAMI) credit. Seminar Group, 206-463-4400

September 30 Helena – Metcalf Building in Capitol Complex

State Ethics Law 3.0 CLE credits, including 3.0 Ethics (no

SAMI) credits. State Professional Development Center, (406)

444-3871

September 30 Bozeman – Hilton Garden Inn

Construction Law Institute 6.75 CLE credits. CLE Institute of

the State Bar of Montana, (406) 447-2206

September 10 Missoula – UM Law School

UM Football CLE 2.0 CLE credits (CLE topics will be available

at www.umt.edu/law).

Other web & phone CLEs for Montana credit
are:

� For the State Bar of Montana’s approved online
CLEs, go to www.montanabar.org and click CLE /
Online CLE Courses

� MTLA's SeminarWeb Live! Seminars at www.sem-
inarweblive.com/mt/index.cfm?showfullpage=1&eve
nt=showAppPage&pg=semwebCatalog&panel=bro
wseLive

� Lorman Education Services’ teleconferences at
www.lorman.com/teleconferences/

� The National Business Institute's live teleconfer-
ences at www.nbi-sems.com/Default.aspx/?
NavigationDataSource1=N:304

Upcoming CLE seminars for Montana lawyers
CLEs with Ethics & SAMI* credits
are noted with “Ethics” in boldface below
*Substance Abuse / Mental Impairment
5.0 Ethics credits required every 3 years – 1.0 of them must be
a SAMI credit.  See www.montanabar.org for SAMI updates.
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multitude of issues. This has been of great help. However,
more important has been their attitude. To a person, they have
expressed and demonstrated a willingness to work with the
Bar collaboratively on whatever issues arise. This type of sup-
port has made my job easier and I thank each of them for their
time and effort. 

THERE ARE A FEW OTHERS who I also need to thank.
I thank my partner Gary Deschenes who has held down the
fort while I was absent traveling cross the State and across the
Nation over this last year. I thank our staff, especially my legal
assistant, Kathy Rubin, for the added work my role as presi-
dent placed on them.  

Closer to home, I thank my daughters who – while spread
from Seattle to El Paso to St. Joseph, Minn. – were only a
phone call away and never short of a quick quip of perspective
that I am their dad first and whatever that president position is
second. But most importantly, I thank my wife Parker.  She
has put up with the extra hours and the days away from home.

She, above all others, understands my persistence and supports
me without fail in those efforts.  I can never express how
grateful I am.

With that said, I point out that while this position has taken
a lot of time, it has been worth every minute. This  state and
our Bar is filled with an endless number of good people per-
sisting in their own way to achieve justice.  I am grateful I
have been able to meet and work with so many of them.

AS I LOOK at the future of this Bar, I feel up lifted. I see
in my successor, Shane Vannatta, a person whose dedication to
you as members of the Bar is deeper and his vision of the
Bar’s future is clearer than anything I could claim. As such, I
know things will only get better under his leadership.

As to each of you, I give one last challenge.  On those days
where your work in seeking justice feels mundane – persist.
On those days where your efforts to improve our judicial sys-
tem feel frustrating – persist. On those days when you are hit
with a setback when attempting to provide a client a fair and
just outcome – persist.  Through your persistence justice will
triumph.   �

needs of his clients over his personal
advancement.

Gary served on the Access to Justice
Committee for 14 years, chairing the
Committee on two occasions. He has
continued to serve on the Yellowstone
Area Bar Family Law Project committee
since its inception in 1996.

Beth McLaughlin, Supreme Court
administrator said, “Gary’s contribution
to the Court Help Program over the last
year has been exceptional and invalu-
able, keeping the program afloat during
a tumultuous period. Gary, though, is
probably best described by a quote used
to describe another sage mind – Albus

Dumbledore: “Great man,
Dumbledore. ’S long as we've
got him, I'm not too worried.”

It’s hard to do justice to a guy like
this in a 400-word article. For brevity,
I’ll say I think Gary is receiving this
award not for a particular event, rather
for his life-long commitment and dedica-
tion to a cause he not only sincerely
believes in, but has worked to improve
every single day for decades. 

Gary has positively impacted count-
less lives in immeasurable ways. How
more accomplished can one be?  Not
bad for a guy born under a Rock in
Yankee Jim Canyon. 

�

in and corrected these administrative
problems, but he spent many hours in
the Clinic offices acting in the role as
the Clinics’ director until the backlog of
cases and other administrative issues
were corrected and new personnel were
in place to continue the fine work of the
Clinic.

I have worked on many different

things with Jason including his
efforts to put together volunteer pro-
grams through the New Lawyer’s

Section as well as his efforts in his role
on the State Bar Board of Trustees repre-
senting the 9th Judicial District. I cannot
say enough good things about Jason; I
believe he exemplifies the purpose and
intent of the Neil Haight Pro Bono
Award and would serve well as an
example for potential nominees in the
future.    �

A pregnant suburban Chicago

woman was so determined to fin-

ish the Illinois bar exam that she

completed the test even after

going into labor.

The Chicago Tribune reported

in August that 29-year-old Elana

Nightingale Dawson had started

the final portion of the exam

when the Northwestern Law

School graduate went into labor.

The exam must be finished to be

valid.

Nightingale Dawson said her

goal was "to get through the

exam as fast as I could and

leave" unless anything more seri-

ous happened. Her contractions

were about 15 minutes apart.

After finishing, she walked

with the proctor about one block

to a downtown Chicago hospital.

The Downers Grove, Ill.,

woman's son, Wilson, was deliv-

ered by C-section about two

hours later.

She'll find out in October if

she passed the bar.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, from Page 4

JASON HOLDEN, from Page 13

GARY CONNELLEY, from Page 13

Woman finishes bar
exam while in labor



State Bar of Montana Bookstore
These Montana legal manuals and videos are for sale or rent via this mail-order catalog.  Other
Montana Bar-produced video seminars, are available for download to your computer on the Online
CLE catalog at www.montanabar.org.

LEGAL PUBLICATIONS

Montana Real Estate Transactions
2010, 360 pages, $180

Montana Citizens’ Guide to the
Courts
2010, 20 pages, print copy $10
Free download at www.montanabar.org

Montana Students’ Guide
to Turning 18
2008, 22 pages, CD $10

Free download at www.montanabar.org

Montana Probate Forms
2006, 288 pages

Book plus CD $150

Civil Jury Instructions
(MPI – MT Pattern Instructions)

1999 w/2003 Update, 400 pages

Book plus CD $200

Criminal Jury Instructions
New 2010 edition

650 pages, on editable CD only

CD $130

Handbook for Guardians &
Conservators
2005, 60 pages incl. 5 forms

Book plus CD $150

2011 Lawyers’ Deskbook & Directory
Book, $40

Mid-year update CD for 2011, $20

MT Family Law Form Book
2005, 93 pages incl. 26 forms

Book and CD $150

Public Discipline Under MT Rules

of Professional Conduct
2010, 192 pages annotated

CD $40

Public Information Flyers
tri-fold brochures, $10/bundle of 100

Client Bill of Rights 

Dispute Resolution

Divorce in Montana 

How Lawyers Set Their Fees

Purchasing Your Home

Renting a House or Apartment

Small Claims Court

After an Auto Accident

When You Need a Lawyer

Wills & Probate

Statute of Limitations Manual
1998, 95 pages w/2001 Update

Book $25 

Step-parent Adoption Forms
2003, 5 forms

Book $20

U.S. & Montana Constitutions
Pocket-sized booklet

$4 each

University of Montana Law Review

Subscribe at www.umt.edu/mlr

Public Lands Law Review

Subscribe at www.umt.edu/publicland

MONTANA CD/DVD
SEMINAR RENTALS

(Maximum self-study credits
is 5.0 per year)

2010 Annual Meeting CLEs
5 DVD set $150 plus $50 deposit

or separately for $35, plus $25 deposit

Includes written materials on CD

2010 Eminent Domain Update
5 DVD set $150 plus $50 deposit

or separately for $35, plus $25 deposit

Includes written materials on CD

2009 Substance Abuse/Mental
Impairment Presentation
1.0 SAMI credit

$35, plus $25 deposit

DVD, print materials included

2009 Criminal Law Ethics DVDs
6 DVDs may be rented as a set ($150 plus

$50 deposit) or separately ($35 each plus

$25 deposit)

1.  Do Not Reveal Your Client’s Perjury –

1.0 Ethics credit

2.  Fairness & Due Process in

Disciplinary Proceeding – 1.0

Ethics credit

3.  In Praise of the Guilty Project – .75

Ethics credit

4.  Loyalty Apocalypse – 1.25 Ethics

credits.

5.  Accountability for Prosecutorial &

Defense Attorney Misconduct – .75

Ethics credits

6. Common Dilemmas in Criminal Ethics

– 1.0 Ethics credit.

TO ORDER
To pay by check, please fill out the mail-in form below:

Send the item(s) circled above to:

Name ______________________________ Mailing Address _______________________________

Street Address _____________________________________City, State, Zip___________________

E-mail address__________________________________  Amount Enclosed ____________________

Mail order & check to: State Bar of Montana, PO Box 577, Helena MT 59624    

To pay by credit card, please see the online Bookstore at www.montanabar.org
(Payment must accompany all orders) 



State Bar of Montana members get 15% discount off all ABA publications.
Go to www.ababooks.org and enter the code PAB7EMTB when ordering.

Malpractice Prevention Ethics Series

6 DVDs may be rented as a set ($150 plus

$50 deposit) or separately ($35 each plus

$25 deposit) 

1. Malpractice Traps - 1.0 Ethics credit

2. Dancing in the Minefield:  Ethics in the

Electronic Era - 2.0  Ethics credits

3. The Ten C’s to Malpractice Prevention

- 1.0 Ethics credit

4. Malpractice and the Impaired Lawyer

- 1.0  Ethics/SAMI credit

5. Risk Evaluation from an Insurer’s

Perspective - 1.0 Ethics credit

6. The Impossible Happens: Your Client

Turns on You - 1.0  General CLE credit

FOR THE FOLLOWING:

Send 2 checks – one for $75 rental fee, one

for $25 security deposit

Consumer Law Series Phone CLEs –
Parts I, II, & III
3.0 CLE credits, 3-CD set

Surviving Credit Card Debt
5.0 CLE credits

2 DVDs, print materials on CD included

FREE 16-CD ‘TRIAL GUIDES’ SET

With $50 refundable deposit

‘Facts Can’t Speak for Themselves’

No CLE credit

AUDIO CDS

Investigative Tools for Lawyers on
the  Internet - March 2011 webinar

$45 for CD

Social Media and Lawyers
April 2011 webinar

$45 for CD

Rules Update
7 CD set from Feb. 2011 CLE

Civil Procedure

Bankruptcy Court

Federal Civil Procedure

Federal Pleading Standards

Workers’ Compensation
Water Law

For sale at $50 per set
with written materials on separate CD

The following are
1-hour length, 1.0 CLE credit, $50 each

Written material included

� Primer on Understanding Tax
Returns (January 2011)
By Mars Scott

� Refresher on the Indian Child
Welfare Act (October 2010)
Phone CLE, 1 Self-study ‘Other” credit
$50, includes written material

� Tools to Help Manage Probates

� Guardianship & Conservatorship

� ADA Update

� Divorces Involving State
Retirement Accounts

� Using Discovery in Family Law
Cases

�What Every Attorney Needs to
Know About the HITECH Act (April
2010)

Two CDs
- Part I, General Overview
- Part II, Busines Associates and 

Agreements under HITECH

CLE MATERIALS
on CD or via e-mail, $35

CLE materials from 2011

A-TEAM APPROACH”:  ATTORNEY/PARALEGAL
PRACTICE TIPS – March, Missoula
E-Discovery Practice and Pitfalls

BEAT THE DEADLINE – May, Helena

BENCH-BAR CONFERENCE – February,
Bozeman

CLE & SKI – January, Big Sky

FAMILY LAW – March, Great Falls

FAMILY LAW – March, Billings

MEDICAL MARIJUANA UPDATE – March, Butte

NATURAL RESOURCE PERMITTING – April,
Helena

PRACTICAL PRACTICE TIPS – April, Missoula

REAL ESTATE UPDATE – February, Fairmont Hot
Springs

RULES UPDATE – February, Bozeman
(The audio recording is available on CD).  You can
purchase the entire set of 7 CDs, plus the material
for $150; or individual presentations and materials
for $35.

For a listings of topics for the CLEs
above, and to request CLE materi-

als from 2010 or earlier,
contact Gino Dunfee at 447-2206

For online CLE seminars, go to
www.montanabar.org

under “CLE”

Montana’s Lawyers Assistance Program Hotline

11--888888--338855--99111199
Call if you or a judge or attorney you know needs help

with stress and depression issues or drug or alcohol addiction





By Angela Brandt
Helena Independent Record

The first participant in the new
Treatment Court in Helena sobbed in
earlly August as she signed her contract.
The judge dabbed away a few tears as
well.

Much time, effort and planning has
gone into the Treatment Court, which

will be used for defendants with alcohol-
and drug-related felony offenses.

A team of officials from various agen-
cies traveled down to Denver in April to
receive a week of grant-funded training.
They have been meeting every week
since then in preparation.

District Court Judge Jim Reynolds
officially appointed a treatment coordi-
nator, a probation and parole representa-

tive, a deputy county attorney, a public
defender and a law enforcement repre-
sentative prior to hearing the first case
on Wednesday afternoon.

The Treatment Court, which is one of
27 in the state, will offer defendants with
new charges or revoked probation
heightened supervision and a system of
immediate rewards and punishments.
Reynolds said in his eight months on the
bench he has already seen many cases
where the defendants have been before
him multiple times on drug- and alcohol-
related charges.

“Treatment Court is a different way to
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE

New life for Missoula’s self-help center

O
n July 7, the Missoula Family Law Self-Help
Center celebrated its third anniversary.  The
same day, good news reached the Center when

the Montana Supreme Court renewed the Center’s grant
for an additional two years, allocating the funding from
a 2011 legislative appropriation. YWCA Missoula will
continue to be the Center’s fiscal agent.     

The Center assists those without an attorney in fami-
ly law matters such as dissolution of marriage and par-
enting plans. The Center also provides guidance with
child-support calculations, step-parent adoptions and
various motions. Patrons do not receive legal advice but
are provided information on court proceedings as well
as sample forms that can be completed and filed in
court. Since opening its doors three years ago, the
Center has assisted approximately 2,000 patrons in per-
son or over the phone. 

The Center has received strong support from legisla-
tors, judges, the clerk of court, volunteers, and the pub-
lic. Each month approximately 12 attorney volunteers
contribute a total of 40 hours per month to the Center. During
the school year, law students, paralegal interns and pre-law
students contribute as additional 70 hours per month. The
Center has two paid staff members, Coordinator Julie Gibson
and Assistant Coordinator Kristi Faust. Charlotte Beatty is the
Center’s supervisor. 

While the Center is open to all, many of its patrons
are low-income. More than 80 percent of the patrons have a
household income of under $24,000 and receive food stamps
or other public assistance.  According to Missoula District
Judge Dusty Deschamps, “Because of the depressed economy,
we are seeing a marked increase in the numbers of marriages
in trouble over financial problems and a corresponding
increase in folks forced to represent themselves. The Self-Help
Center has been a godsend for them and a big help to the

courts as well.” 
Missoula District Judge Ed McLean said, “The Center does

so much to relieve the anxiety that lay people experience when
coming into a formal courtroom setting. With help from the
Self-Help Center, they now know they have the proper forms
and paperwork before the Court. The Center truly makes the
Courts available to all citizens in domestic relations cases and
allows the Court to conduct formal proceedings in a much
more relaxed atmosphere.” 

The Center is open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and
Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and can be reached at
(406) 258-3428 or at missoulaselfhelp@gmail.com. The Center
is located on the second floor of the Missoula County
Courthouse, next to the Clerk of Court’s Office.    �

The new Helena treatment court
signs up its first participant

Julie Gibson, left, is the Missoula Family Law Center’s
coordinator, and Kristi Faust is the assistant coordinator.



do business,” he said.
Misty Dawn Wilson appeared as the

first participant in the new program.
“I chose to use marijuana and not

think of the consequences that occur,”
said Wilson, a 29-year-old mother of a
young son.

Wilson’s eyes were welled with tears
for most of the hearing, in which
Reynolds explained to her how the court
will work.

One of the provisions in Wilson’s
contract with the judge is that she is not
allowed to enter casinos.

“This is not a soft program. It has
some edges to it,” Reynolds explained.

“I will send you from that podium to
that jail across the street,” he told
Wilson.

If participants violate the terms of
their contracts, Reynolds has options for
potential punishments, which include
incarceration or assigning community
service.

Wilson was sent to Treatment Court
in lieu of a sentence to the Montana
Department of Corrections after violat-
ing her probation on a felony possession

of marijuana charge — she was caught
using the drug.

“If someone offers you a joint, you
have to say ‘I can’t do that because I
have a contract with the judge,’ ”
Reynolds told her.

The Treatment Court process will take
12 to 18 months depending on the par-
ticipant’s circumstances. The option is
not open to those who committed violent
or sexual crimes.

Reynolds said the team chose Wilson
from about 100 other potential partici-
pants because they believe she will pros-
per in the program.

“You’re going to learn, and we’re
going to learn with you,” he said.

Another two defendants who are wait-
ing to get signed into the program
watched the hearing to see what it
entails. The goal is to have 20 to 25 par-
ticipants.

Drug screening and self-help meet-
ings are mandatory within Treatment
Court. Participants must make regular
visits with their attorneys and probation
officer as well.

Wilson’s first reward was a messen-

ger bag filled with donated items that
will help her to achieve her goals — an
appointment book, an alarm clock and a
journal.

“It’s time to turn the page,” Reynolds
said. “You need to break this cycle. You
need to grab a hold of your life.”

Reynolds thanked all of the entities
involved in the formation of the
Treatment Court, especially law enforce-
ment, the Office of the Public Defender,
the County Attorney’s Office and the
Lewis and Clark County Commission.

The Commission allocated startup
funding for the program. Reynolds said
they are waiting to hear about more
grant applications.

The courtroom benches were filled
with city and county officials who
applauded Wilson after she signed the
contract alongside the judge.

Reynolds and Wilson shook hands at
the close of the hearing.

“I am going to be the first success,”
Wilson told him.

�

PAGE 24                                           THE MONTANA LAWYER SEPTEMBER 2011

DISCIPLINE

Missoula attorney David P. Rodli was
disbarred by the Montana Supreme
Court in an Aug. 15 order.

The gist of the formal disciplinary
complaint, filed in August 2010, is that
he established attorney trust accounts
that did not comply with the Rules of
Professional Conduct, then misappropri-
ated funds from one of the accounts.

The Commission on Practice made 41
detailed findings of fact, 18 of which
Rodli contested, at least in part.

RodIi admits to having opened non-
interest-bearing trust accounts outside
the state of Montana, in violation of
Rule 1.18 of the Rules of Professional
Conduct. He also admits to having
accepted money into those trust accounts
with the representation that he would not
allow the money to leave the accounts
except at the owners’ instruction, and

then to having violated that promise by
using money deposited into one account
for purposes not authorized by the own-
ers.   

The Commission on Practice recom-
mended that Rodli be disbarred. Rodli
asked the Court to consider, instead, sus-
pension from the practice of law, but the
Court agreed with the Commission. 

The Commission also recommended
that, should Rodli seek reinstatement to
the practice of law in Montana, a condi-
tion of reinstatement should be restitu-
tion to trust-account depositor Clear
Creek Partners Ltd. of $550,000 and to
trust-account depositor Gateway
Fellowship of $130,000.

The Court further ordered that Rodli
be ordered to pay the costs of the disci-
plinary proceedings.   �

Missoula attorney disbarred over trust accounts





(2) If the client gives informed consent in writing
signed by the client, there shall be a presumption that:

(i) the representation is limited to the attorney and the
services described in the writing; and
(ii) the attorney does not represent the client generally
or in matters other than those identified in the
writing.

[existing subsection (d)]

Rule 4.2 – Communication with Person Represented by

Counsel

(a) [existing rule]
(b) An otherwise unrepresented person to whom limited
representation is being provided or has been provided in
accordance with Rule 1.2(c) is considered to be unrepresented
for purposes of this Rule unless the opposing party
or lawyer has been provided with a written notice of
appearance under which, or a written notice of time period
during which, he or she is to communicate only with the
limited representation lawyer as to the subject matter within
the limited scope of the representation.

Rule 4.3 – Dealing with Unrepresented Person

(a) [existing rule]
(b) An otherwise unrepresented person to whom limited
representation is being provided or has been provided in
accordance with Rule 1.2(c) is considered to be unrepresented

for purposes of this Rule unless the opposing party
or lawyer has been provided with a written notice of
appearance under which, or a written notice of time period
during which, he or she is to communicate only with the
limited representation lawyer as to the subject matter within
the limited scope of the representation.
The above changes to the Montana Rules of Professional
Conduct shall be effective on October 1, 2011.

From MT Supreme Court Order No. AF 07-0157
In the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 4.2 Limited Representation Permitted – Process.

(a) In accordance with Rule 1.2(c) of the Montana Rules of
Professional Conduct, an attorney may undertake to provide
limited representation to a person involved in a court
proceeding.
(b) Providing limited representation of a person under these
rules shall not constitute an entry of appearance by the attor-
ney for purposes of Rule 5(b) and does not authorize or
require the service or delively of pleadings, papers, or other
documents upon the attorney under Rule 5(b).
(c) Representation of the person by the attorney at any pro-
ceeding before a judge or other judicial officer on behalf of
the person constitutes an entry of appearance, except to the
extent that a limited notice of appearance as provided for
under Rule 4.3 is filed and served prior to or simultaneous
with the actual appearance. Service on an attorney who has
made a limited appearance for a party shall be valid only in
connection with the specific proceedings for which the
attorney appeared, including any hearing or trial at which
the attorney appeared and any subsequent motions or presenta-
tion of riders.
(d) An attorney’s violation of this Rule may subject the
attorney to sanctions provided in Rule 11.

Rule 4.3. Notice of Limited Appearance and Withdrawal as

Attorney.

(a) Notice of limited appearance. If specifically so stated in
a notice of limited appearance filed and served prior to or
simultaneous with the proceeding, an attorney's role may be
limited to one or more individual proceedings in the action.
(b) At the conclusion of such proceedings the attorney’s role
terminates without the necessity of leave of court, upon the
attorney filing notice of completion of limited appearance.

Rule 11. Signing of Pleadings, Motions, and other Papers –

Sanctions

(a) [existing rule]
(b) An attorney may help to draft a pleading, motion, or
document filed by the otherwise self-represented person, and
the attorney need not sign that pleading motion, or document.
The attorney in providing such drafting assistance may rely on
the otherwise self-represented person’s representation of facts,
unless the attorney has reason to believe that such representa-
tions are false or materially insufficient, in which instance the
attorney shall make an independent reasonable inquiry into the
facts. �
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This is to correct a statement of doc-
trine in our Montana Constitution as
contained in the cover story of the
September 2011 Montana Lawyer.

It is written as a Delegate to the 1972
Montana Constitutional Convention and
not as an elected public official in the
office I presently hold. No opinion is
expressed by me in either capacity on
the merits of the climate petition subject
of said article.

The statement in the article by Amy
Poehling to which I take exception is:

“The Public Trust Doctrine is rooted
deep within and throughout Mon-
tana’s Constitution and serves to pro-
tect all environmental resources for
future generations.”

Said statement is absolutely wrong
and the exact opposite is found in the
records of the 1972 Constitutional Con-
vention. The Public Trust Doctrine was
introduced, fully considered, vigorously
debated and then rejected by the conven-
tion.

Delegate Jerome J. Cate introduced
Delegate Proposal #12, a new Consti-
tutional Article, ENVIRONMENT, a
Public Trust. Delegate Louise Cross,
chair of the Natural Resources Commit-
tee, introduced Delegate Proposal #162,
a new Constitutional Article, ENVI-
RONMENT, The Public Trust. Both pro-
posals were referred to the Natural
Resources Committee where they were
rejected, and the chair was unable to get
sufficient committee member votes to
submit a minority report on the public
trust to the floor of the convention.

During the debate on the floor of the
convention on the Natural Resources
Committee’s majority proposal for a new
Article IX, Environment & Natural
Resources, Delegate Cate introduced a
proposed amendment to make the envi-
ronment a public trust. After thorough
debate, the convention rejected the Cate
amendment by a vote of 58 to 34.

As a personal anecdote found at page
1216, Vol. IV of the verbatim transcript

of the constitutional convention, even
that esteemed conservationist, Charles
Lindbergh of solo flight over the
Atlantic Ocean fame, failed to embrace
the Public Trust Doctrine after a private
conversation with the undersigned and
much to the disappointment to some of
the more liberal delegates who sought
his endorsement of that doctrine.

The Public Trust Doctrine is, there-
fore, not deeply rooted in the 1972
Montana Constitution and it was rejected
by the constitutional convention and
deliberately omitted when the constitu-
tion was approved by the voters of this
state and confirmed by the Montana
Supreme Court.

– C.B. McNeil, Polson
Delegate District 17, 1972
Constitutional Convention

The last issue of The Montana Lawyer
afforded a forum to explain the “reason-
ing behind” the petition to further the
agenda of the global warming/climate
change advocates.  Many of the sweep-
ing statements in the article are highly
questionable and the article probably
should not be part of a trade magazine
which services a diverse  group of prac-
titioners who generally are very tied to
provable evidence.

Too many regulations and laws simply
give basis for more work for lawyers.
Regulations based on pseudo-science are
clearly not in the public interest.

I say pseudo-science because the basis
for those beliefs are interpolations or
projections based on small incremental
changes in earth conditions which could
be only fluctuations based on sun spots,
ocean heating and cooling cycles or
other short-term phenomenon.  (or possi-
bly computer manipulation of data.)

There is simply no “broad scientific
consensus” on these issues.  I would

doubt that “climate change is the largest
crises humans have ever faced.”  A case
in point is that the same “broad scientific
consensus” determined during the 1970s
that the largest crisis humans faced was
another ice age! (Sept. 1973 issue of
National Geographic magazine which
was blue in color instead of yellow to
show the dire effect of global cooling).  I
think by 1977 the largest crisis was the
loss of land to the deserts, global drying!
I just can't wait to see what the next dire
crisis might be. I speculate that it may
coincide with whatever scientists can
convince government to issue grants to
study.

The reiteration of statements made by
the Department of Environmental
Quality obviously carries little weight
since the weather reversed all those pre-
sumptions last winter and this summer.
Of course the climate change people can
then conclude that in some respects,
global warming causes global cooling!
Scientific speculation can evolve a
response to any situation.

What is needed is not more govern-
ment regulations to control something
which man cannot control. How about
some restraint in printing articles which
are not really based facts but on highly
speculative projections of faulty, short-
term data.  The clothing the scientific
consensus has fabricated for the global
warming emperor really is very scanty.

–  Richard O. Harkins,  attorney
Ekalaka, Mont.

I have found it interesting and some-
what amusing that so many articles in
the front of the magazine over the years
have discussed improving civility within
the profession or fostering the mentor-
ship of new attorneys while many of the
classifieds in the back of the magazine
only seek candidates with a certain mini-
mum level of experience. 

How collegial is it to “poach” a
lawyer only after someone else has paid

SEPTEMBER 2011                                  THE MONTANA LAWYER PAGE 27 

LETTERS

Trust doctrine is not in Constitution

Climate attorneys’
views are questionable

Civility discussion
leaves out ‘poaching’



The National Conference of Appellate
Court Clerks (NCACC) honored Ed
Smith, clerk of the Montana Supreme
Court, with its highest award at its annual
meeting held in Annapolis, Md. in August.
Mr.  Smith was presented the prestigious
J.O. Sentell Award through which the
Conference recognizes distinguished lead-
ership and service to the organization, support for the judicial
system, and service to the public. Mr. Smith has been a mem-
ber of the NCACC for 23 years, serving as president in 2003-
2004 and host of the 2010 Annual Meeting held in Whitefish,
Mont. In addition, Mr. Smith completed two separate terms on
the NCACC Executive Committee and directed the education
symposium for the 1997 Annual Meeting in Point Clear, Ala.,
while serving as chair of the Program Committee. Mr. Smith
also worked on several NCACC committees. NCACC
President, Bill DeCicco, Clerk of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Armed Forces, cited Smith as having “distinguished
himself and his court by providing exemplary service to his
profession and the principles of this Conference.” 

Greg Murphy, of Moulton Bellingham in Billings, has been
elected to the Council of the Section of Legal Education &

Admissions to the Bar of the ABA.  The Section’s Council and
Accreditation Committee are recognized by the U.S.
Department of Education (DOE) as the national accrediting
agency for programs leading to the juris doctorate.  All state
supreme courts recognize ABA-approved law schools as meet-
ing the legal education requirements to qualify for the bar
examination; 46 states limit eligibility for bar admission to
graduates of ABA-approved schools.  Mr. Murphy served on
the Accreditation Committee for five years, and also chaired
the Committee.  

Connor J. Murphy has recently joined
Taleff Law Office in Great Falls as an
associate attorney.  Mr. Murphy received
his bachelor’s degree in Cell Biology &
Neuroscience, with honors, from Montana
State University, and his juris doctorate
from the University of  Montana School
of Law in December 2010.  He is admit-
ted in all state and federal courts in
Montana and will have a general practice with an emphasis in
litigation, commercial transactions and insurance issues.

The “Feature Article” for the 3rd quarter 2011 edition of the
ABA Nonprofit Organizations Committee Newsletter is “The
Strategic Importance of the 990 Return” by Michael Sol, of
the  Sol & Wolfe Law Firm in Missoula. “The halcyon days
when a non-profit organization could muddle along with mini-
mal financial accounting and little attention to financial report-
ing are gone,” Mr. Sol wrote. “Although the Internal Revenue
Service continues not to require the filing of the long-form 990
tax return for non-profit organizations receiving recognition
under IRS Code 501(c)(3)1 for those organizations earning
less the $25,000 in gross revenues, there are myriad, and
increasing, reasons why every nonprofit organization should
consider preparing and filing an appropriate complete version
of the 990 return.” You can find the article at http://apps.amer-
icanbar.org/buslaw/committees/CL580000pub/newslet-
ter/201107/.

Helena attorney Brian Miller is the new president of the 1st
Judicial District (Lewis & Clark and Broadwater counties) Bar
Association. He succeeds past president Jay Weiner, whose
term expired. Helena attorney Dan McLean is staying on for
another term as secretary-treasurer, and his paralegal Christine
Baker has agreed to continue to provide her logistical assis-
tance to the association.
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them to attain that necessary level of
experience? That is an article I would
like to read, if only to be enlightened on
which employers gladly train new attor-
neys for that mythical one or two to four

years before the predator firm deems
them worthy. 

Which is more indicative of our true
level of professionalism? Words at the
front of the magazine or deeds and pay-

checks at the back.

– Eric S. Morris, attorney
Beaverton, Ore.



Don Robinson, Butte attorney
Butte attorney

Donald C. Robinson,
70, died on July 19
in Brea, Calif., from
complications from
pneumonia and sep-
sis.

Mr. Robinson was

born and raised in

Hamilton. He

received his BA from the University of

Montana (1963), was a member of Phi

Delta Theta fraternity and Silent Sentinel

(an honorary organization), and never

stopped being an ardent Grizzly. He

received his juris doctor degree with

honors from George Washington

University, Washington, D.C., in 1967.

During law school, Mr. Robinson

worked for U.S. Senate Majority Leader

Mike Mansfield. After working as a pub-

lic defender in D.C. and as a prosecutor

in the U.S. Attorney’s office in Montana,

he joined the Poore Law Firm in Butte

in 1968. Eventually, he became president

of the firm, now known as Poore, Roth

& Robinson.

Mr. Robinson represented both plain-

tiffs and defendants in a wide variety of

commercial, employment and personal

injury cases. He and two of his partners

had the remarkable achievement of each

arguing their respective cases in three

successive terms of the U.S. Supreme

Court, 1982-1984. He is listed in the

Best Lawyers in America in several

recent editions in three areas of specialty

(employment, commercial litigation, and

tort litigation), the only Montana lawyer

so recognized. He was a charter mem-

ber, and past president (1998), of the

Montana Chapter of the American Board

of Trial Advocates. He was the chairman

and program coordinator of the chapter’s

Montana Ultimate Trial Notebook, a

detailed compendium of applicable law

for every aspect of civil trials in

Montana, for use by both judges and the

trial bar. He was also a fellow of the

American College of Trial Lawyers.

Mr. Robinson has written law review

articles on wrongful discharge in

Montana, and has been a guest speaker

and author for legal education programs

for Montana trial lawyers and industry

organizations. He was also a member of

the faculty of the University of Montana

School of Law Advanced Trial Advo-

cacy Program held at the University

each May. He was also the Montana

ABOTA chapter’s delegate to the nation-

al board of directors and has actively

served for several years on its Civility &

Professionalism Committee. He has been

recognized by the Chambers U.S.A.

2003, 2004, and 2005 Client Guides, as

one of the top five of Montana’s out-

standing commercial litigation attorneys.

He has served on the Commission on

Practice of the Montana Supreme Court.

Mr. Robinson’s favorite place was his

cattle ranch at Sula, his obituary said. He

and his wife, Michele, have received

various community service awards for

their contributions to all their communi-

ties and the University of Montana. 

Mr. Robinson is survived by his wife

and two sons.

Douglas Drysdale, Bozeman
attorney

Bozeman attorney
Douglas Drysdale,
88, died at his home
on Aug. 9.

Mr. Drysdale was
born in Washington,
D.C. He enlisted in
the U.S. Air Force.
He was stationed in
England and flew 35 missions as a pilot
of a B-17 Flying Fortress. Instead of
coming home at the completion of his
tour, he elected to fly the P-51 Mustang,
thus becoming a member of a small
group of airmen known as “Double Duty
Men.” On his second mission, his P-51
was shot down over the Netherlands,
which was under German occupation.
He bailed out of his burning fighter
plane, and fell into the arms of a Dutch
resistance group. With their help, he
evaded capture.

Returning to the U.S., he enrolled at
Montana State University, where he met
and married Martha Story, his wife of 64

years.  
Mr. Drysdale graduated from the

University of Montana School of Law
and practiced law in Bozeman for 32
years until he retired in 1984. He was a
Gallatin County attorney, trustee of the
Montana Bar Association, and president
of the Montana Bar in 1971. He was
instrumental in the organization of
Montana Legal Services and the
Commission on Practice.

Mr. Drysdale helped promote the
requirement that all attorneys licensed to
practice in Montana must be members of
the State Bar Association, thus subject to
its rules and regulations. He was active
in the ABA and the Jack Rabbit Bar
Association, which represented several
western states.

Mr. Drysdale initially practiced law in
Bozeman with Hal Bollinger. He then
started his own firm which still bears his
name, Drysdale, McLean & Willett.

“Douglas was at his best in trial
work,” his obituary said. 

Mr. Drysdale took on many low-
ncome clients at little or no charge; he
never charged a fee for adoptions. He
was appointed by the judge as pro bono
counsel in the infamous cannibal case in
Park County. Additionally, he taught
Military Justice in the ROTC program at
MSU.

Survivors include his wife, four
daughters and one son.

Other deaths
� Joseph James Vetrick, a Florida

attorney and State Bar of Montana mem-
ber,  died at age 68 on Aug. 2 in Miami.

� Patricia Gervais, 53, of Helena, a
senior fiscal analyst in Montana’s Legis-
lative Fiscal division who helped shep-
herd the Judicial Branch budget throught
the Legislatyure, died on July 21 in
Helena.

� Judy Arlene Staley, a legal secre-
tary for various Billings law firms for 40
years, died on Aug. 2 at at 64. She was
awarded the title Secretary of the Year
by the Billings Legal Secretary
Association in 1988.
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CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIEDS POLICY: Minimum
charge of $60 for all ads.  Ads over 50
words charged at $1.20 per word.
Send classified ads to The Montana
Lawyer magazine, PO Box 577,
Helena MT 59624 or e-mail to
cwood@montanabar.org. Include
billing address. Deadline for the
October issue is Sept. 15. Call (406)
447-2200 for information.

ATTORNEY POSITIONS

CLAIMS ATTORNEY: Missoula. ALPS, 
a stock corporation and parent-holding
company, a dynamic and growing pro-
fessional services company, is seeking a
claims attorney to work in a multi-disci-
plinary setting. Responsible for manag-
ing professional liability claims brought
against our insured attorneys nation-
wide. Performs office based claims
management services for law firms and
others associated with the legal profes-
sion. JD required and five years legal
experience. Candidate must demonstrate
strong computer and customer service
skills and high degree of professional-
ism. Competitive salary based on expe-
rience, with excellent benefits package.
Submit resume, cover letter, three refer-
ences, AND application (available at
www.alpsnet.com), to ALPS, PO Box
9169, Missoula MT 59807; or fax:
(406) 728-7416; or e-mail:
resume@alpsnet.com. Interviews will
be conducted starting mid-September.

LITIGATION ATTORNEY:  Bozeman 
law firm seeking litigation attorney.  3-
plus years preferred. Areas of practice
include construction, business, credi-
tor/debtor, natural resources, water, reg-
ulatory, land use and general civil law.
Positive work environment, with expe-
dited delegated opportunities.
Competitive salary and benefits. Send
resume and writing sample to
menasco@law-advisor.com.  

ASSOCIATE:  Billings law firm with liti-
gation and transactional practice look-
ing for associate attorney with 2-6 years
experience to handle general civil and

commercial litigation. Base salary
depends on experience and qualifica-
tions. All inquiries kept confidential.
Send cover letter and resume to John R.
Christensen, Christensen Fulton & Filz
PLLC, 2825 Third Avenue North, Suite
100, PO Box 339, Billings MT 59103-
0339.

ATTORNEY: Dawson County Domestic 
Violence Program seeks attorney to
assist victims of domestic violence, sex-
ual assault, and stalking in civil legal
matters. Must be licensed to practice
law in Montana.  Salary range $40,000-
$48,000 depending on experience. Send
a resume and writing sample to: DCDV,
PO Box 505, Glendive MT 59330.

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

ASSISTANT LAW PROFESSORS: The
University of Montana School of Law

invites applications for tenure-track
assistant professor of law positions for:
(1) commercial, (2) tax, and (3) envi-
ronmental/Indian law.  Positions are 10-
month contract beginning fall semester
2012.  Starting salary: $72,000 -
$74,000.  To view full job descriptions,
minimum requirements needed, and to
apply, go to http://university-montana-
hr.silkroad.com/epostings/. 

ATTORNEY POSITIONS SOUGHT

WINNING APPEALS: Let me handle 
your criminal appeals. Harvard B.A.,
Hastings J.D. Thirty-six years experi-
ence. Contact me, Jon Ellingson at
jonelling@gmail.com or (406) 546-
9084.

THE BRIEF WRITER, ESQ.: 

University of Washington Law School
graduate with seven years experience
performing investigation, legal research,
and writing. Available for court appear-
ances and depositions. Pleadings experi-
ence in federal, state, and administrative
courts.  Access to Westlaw and state law
library.  For competitive rates, call
Genet McCann, Esq. (406) 443-8107 or
e-mail thebriefwriter@gmail.com.

BUSY PRACTICE? I can help. Former 
MSC law clerk and UM Law honors
graduate available for all types of con-
tract work, including legal/factual
research, brief writing, court/depo
appearances, pre/post trial jury investi-
gations, and document review. For more
information, visit www.meguirelaw.com;
e-mail robin@meguirelaw.com; or call
(406) 442-8317.

LEGAL RESEARCH
 & SUPPORT SERVICES

CONSERVE YOUR ENERGY for your
clients and opposing counsel. I write
concise, convincing briefs for a living.
Well-versed in Montana tort law; two
decades of experience in bankruptcy
matters; a quick study in other disci-
plines. Admitted in Montana and
Massachusetts (AV-rated). Excellent
local references. mdenevi@bresnan.net.
(406) 541-0416.  

PROCESS SERVICE: Johanan R. 
Lorentzen, owner, Trustworthy Process
Service, 73200 Coldwater Lane, Arlee
MT 59821;  (406) 437-2710; e-mail:
JohananLorentzen@yahoo.com

OFFICE SPACE / SHARE

BILLINGS:  Office space available in 
beautiful downtown Billings. Located at
208 North 29th Street, Suite 223 and
224. This 1,160 square foot space is
perfect for a solo practitioner or small
law practice. Only two blocks from the
courthouse. Parking included.  Please
contact Hagen & Walker at (406) 294-
9100 or jwalker@hagenwalkerlaw.com.  

CONSULTANTS & EXPERTS
EMINENT DOMAIN CONSULTANT:

29 years of experience practicing emi-
nent domain and land value litigation
for the Montana Department of
Transportation. Available to assist cor-
porations and governments with emi-
nent domain and land value issues for
projects requiring condemnation, and
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landowners seeking to maximize just
compensation. Contact Jim Lewis at
(406) 449-6641.

LLC / INSURANCE CONSULTANT:

Retired property/casualty insurance risk
manager with 25 years experience in the
financial services industry.  I have expe-
rience with mergers and acquisitions
insurance issues, complex insurance
claims litigation involving multi-million
dollar settlements, and insurance con-
tract review and negotiation of policy
terms.  I am available to assist with
claims strategy, provide expert witness
testimony for depositions or trial and
other insurance-related projects.
Attorney references provided upon
request.  Margo Hickman, Livingston,
Montana.  (406) 222-7267 or (708) 989-
2378 (cell).  Mhick1444@mac.com.

MEDICAL/LEGAL CONSULTANT:

Internal medicine / gastroenterology:
Theodore W. Bohlman, M.D. Licensed,
Board Certified IM/GI.  Record Review
and medical expert testimony. Contact:
208-841-0035, tedbohlman@me.com

BANKING EXPERT:  34 years banking 
experience. Expert banking services
including documentation review, work-
out negotiation assistance, settlement
assistance, credit restructure, expert wit-
ness, preparation and/or evaluation of
borrowers' and lenders' positions.
Expert testimony provided for deposi-
tions and trials.  Attorney references
provided upon request.  Michael F.
Richards, Bozeman MT (406) 581-
8797; mike@mrichardsconsulting.com.

CERTIFIED COMPUTER EXAMIN-

ER: Forensic analysis of computers,
hard drives, CD/DVD media, floppy
disks, cell phones, PDAs, and any other
digital storage devices. Civil, criminal,
interoffice, or personal cases welcome.
Certified by the International Society of
Forensic Computer Examiners. Contact
James Andrew Holmes, CCE, AtaDatA
LLC at (406) 498-5193, jaholmes@ata-
data.info, or  www.atadata.biz.

COMPUTER FORENSICS, DATA

RECOVERY, E-DISCOVERY:

Retrieval and examination of computer
and electronically stored evidence by an
internationally recognized computer
forensics practitioner.  Certified by the
International Association of Computer
Investigative Specialists (IACIS) as a

Certified Forensic Computer Examiner.
More than 15 years of experience.
Qualified as an expert in Montana and
United States District Courts. Practice
limited to civil and administrative mat-
ters. Preliminary review, general advice,
and technical questions are complimen-
tary.  Jimmy Weg, CFCE, Weg
Computer Forensics LLC, 512 S.
Roberts, Helena MT 59601; (406) 449-
0565 (evenings); jimmyweg@yahoo
.com; www.wegcomputerforensics.com

FORENSIC ENGINEERING:  

Registered professional engineer with
over 20 years experience specializing in
construction dispute resolution, structur-
al and road distress determination,
ground settlement/groundwater, con-
struction materials, and slope stability
issues.  Exceptional writing and oral
skills.  Contact Michael A. Dworsky,
PE, MBA; Missoula, Mont.; (406) 543-
3100 x3 or (406) 544-3435.  References
available.  Web site: www.orioneng.net

FORENSIC DOCUMENT EXAMIN-

ER: Trained by the U.S. Secret Service
and U.S. Postal Inspection Crime Lab.
Retired from the Eugene, Ore., P.D.
Qualified in state and federal courts.
Certified by the American Board of
forensic Document Examiners. Full-
service laboratory for handwriting, ink
and paper comparisons. Contact Jim
Green, Eugene, Ore.;  (888) 485-0832.
Web site at www.documentexa-
miner.info. 

BAD FAITH EXPERT WITNESS:

David B. Huss, JD, CPCU & ARM.  30
years insurance claims and law experi-
ence.  Former insurance adjuster and
defense counsel.  (425) 776-7386. 

INVESTIGATORS

INVESTIGATIONS & IMMIGRATION 

CONSULTING: 37 years investigative
experience with U.S. Immigration
Service, INTERPOL, and as private
investigator. President of the MT PI
Association. Criminal, fraud, back-
ground, loss prevention, domestic,
workers’ compensation, discrimination
and sexual harassment, asset location,
real estate, surveillance, record search-
es, immigration consulting. Donald M.
Whitney, Orion International Corp., 
PO Box 9658, Helena MT 59604. (406)

458-8796 / 7. 

INVESTIGATIONS, SURVEILLANCE

& LOCATES: Professional and
affordable, private investigations led by
29-year Great Falls Police Captain
Bryan Lockerby.  FBI National
Academy graduate.  Surveillance, state-
ments, and more. Database for locating
subjects. (No criminal defense work.)
Cover entire state. Lighthouse
Investigations LLC, PO Box 3443,
Great Falls MT 59403; (406) 899-8782;
www.lighthouseinvestigations.net.

EVICTIONS

EVICTIONS LAWYER: We do hundreds
of evictions statewide. Send your land-
lord clients to us. We’ll respect your
“ownership” of their other business.
Call for price list. Hess-Homeier Law
Firm, (406) 549-9611, thesshomeier@
msn.com. See website at www.mon-
tanaevictions.com.
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